A FULL AND ACCURATE 


| REPORT of the TRIAL 


OF 


JAMES BIRD, ROGER HAMILE, AND 
CASIMIR DELAHOYDE, 


MERCHANTS; 


PATRICK. KENNY, BARTHOLOMEW WALSH, 


MATTHEW READ AND PATRICK TIERNAN, 


BEFORE 


THE HONORABLE MR. JUSTICE DOWNES; 


IN THE Criminal Court or 


D R OG HE D 4, 


APRIL THE 23D, 1794, 


—_— 

On an Indictment for conſpiring with others, on the 14th Day of 
December, in the Thirty-third Year of his Majeſty's Reign, and at 
other Days and Times before and after, to incigg, an Infurre&ion © 
and Rebellion within the Realm of Ireland ; for procuring 
Arms and armed Men, to levy InsUuaxtcT10N, REBeLiilion, and 
Wax, for the Purpoſe of overturning the eſtabliſhed Government 
und Conſtitution. 


DUBLIN, PRINTED BY 
H. FITZPATRICK, 2, UPPER-ORMOND-QUAY, 


1794. 
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CRIMINAL COURT OF DROGHEDA, 


* 


Lent Aſſizes,—Avn1IL 27, 1794 


ON Monday the 2iſt of April 1794, RoczEx HAuttt, 
James Bizp, CasI MIX DRLAROY DE, PaTaick KENNY, 
MaTTrew Reap, BazTHOLOMEWw WAILSE and PaTRICK 
Tizxnax were put to the Bar and arraigned, before 
the Honoutable Mr. JUSTICE DOWNES, one of the 
Judges of his Majeſty's Court of Kinc's Bzxcn, upon 
the following 


INDICTMENT 


County of the town of THE Furors for our Lord: the 

Drogheda, to wit. King upon their oath ſay -and 
preſent, that Patrick Kenny of Drogheda Yeoman, Mathers 
Read of the ſame Yeoman, Bartholometo Walſh of the ſame 
Yeoman, Patrick Tiernan of Turfectan in the county of Louth 
' "Yeoman, Roger Hamill, Fames Bird and Cafimir Delahoyde, 
all of Drogheda in the county of the town of Drogheda, mer- 


chants, being wicked, ſeditious, and evil minded perſons, and of 


wicked and turbulent difpofitions, and contriving, defigning 

intending unlawfully, unjuſtly, maliciouſly, turbulently and ſedi- 
tiouſly, the peace of our ſaid Lord the King and the common tran- 
quillity of this his realm of Ireland to diſquiet, mol and 
diflurb, and as far as in them lay, to ftir up, cauſe, incite and 
procure ſedition, inſurrefion and rebellion within this realm, and 
to bring the Government of our ſaid Lord the King within this 
realm into manifeſt danger, on the 14th day of December, in the 
T hirty third year of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George the 

of G reat Britain and. ſo forth, at 


third King Drogheda in the 
county of the town of _— and on divets A day; and 


times 


( 2 ) 


times, as well before as after, with force and arms their aforeſaid 
wicked, malignant and ſeditious purpoſes and defigns to fulfil 
and effett, did then and there together with divers other wicked, 
editions and ill . minded perſons to the Jurors of our Lord the 
King at prefſont unknown, meet, ble, agree, conſpire, confede- 
rate and treat of and about the accompliſhing and effeting of 
their aforeſaid malignant and ſeditious purpoſes and defigns; and 
of, for and about cauſing, procuring, inciting and effetting an 
inſurrection and rebellion within the realm of Ireland; and for, 
about, and concerning the raiſing, providing and procuring of 
ant and armed men to be ready and prepared in different 7 ad f 
| within this realm, their aforeſaid wicked, malignant, ſeditious 
| and rebellious defigns and purpoſes to ect, accompliſh and fulfil ; 
in contempt cf the laws of this realm, to the evil example of all 
| others in the like caſe offending, and contrary to the peace of our 
aid Lord the King, his Crown and dignity. 

Aud the Furors of our Lord the King, do further preſent and 
fay, that the faid Patrick Kenny, Matthew Read, Bartholomew» 
Walft, ant Pairick Tiernan, James Bird, R Hamill and 
Caſimir Delahoyde, being fuck wicked, ill ay 2 and feditious 

pen as aforeſaid, and wickedly, factioꝶſiy and ſedition/ly, 

| contriving and intending the peace of our ſaid Lord the King, 
ö and the common tranguillity of this his realm of Ireland to moleft 
| diſquiet and diſturb, and to cauſe and incite a wicked rebellion 
within this realm, and the laws and government of our ſaid 

Lord the King to bring into danger, on tbe ſaid 14th day of 

December, in the faid thirty-third year of the reign of our ſaid 

Lord the King, and at divers other days and times, as well before 

es nfter, at Drogheda afor:ſaid, in the county of the Jaid town 
/ Drogheda afereſuic, with force and arms, did then and there 

wickedly, factioufly, ſeditiouſly and contemptuoufly meet, aſſociate, 
cogſult, conſpire, confederate and agree together, and to and with 
divers other wicked and ill-difpoſed perfons 10 the Jurors afore- 
aid at preſent unknows, of, for, concerning and about the 
raiftug, caufins, and levying of INSURRECTION, REBEL- 

L/ON aud WAR! againſt our ſaid Lord the King, within this 

his realm of Ireland; and / for, concerning and about the 

procuring and providing of arnis and armed men, to be prepared 

within this realm, their afore/aid wicked, malignant and diabe- 
ical tefigns and pur poet aforeſaid to accompliſh and ect; in 
content of the das of this realm, and to the evil example of all 
others in the like caſe offending, and contrary to the peace of our 
facs Lord the King, his crown and dignity. 
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"Fo this indi ment the ſeveral culprits traverſed : and 
fl Court was pleaſed to order their trial for the following 
27. | >. | 


5 
The undernamed perſons compoſed the Grand Jury 
who found the Bill: "ee | 


Edw. Harman, Eſq. John Fairthugh, Eſq. 


James Scboales, 795 Burton Tandy, £fq. 
Oliv. Fairtlugh Williams, Eſq. Robert Pollock, 9 
Wm. Gibbons, Eſq. Anthony Walſh, Eig. 
Henry Smith, Eſq. Geo. Ii Eniogart, Eſq. 
Maurice Barlow, Eſq. William Atkinſon, Eig. 
Fobn Joner, Ey. Thomas „. Inne, Gent. 
Watlop Brabazon of Rath, Eſq. Lewis Auſtin, Merch, 
John Shel leton, Eſq. John Linton, Merch. 
William Chapman, 5 . Wilcocks Riddoch, Gent. 
Henry Coddington, 7A Miles Lycas, Gent, 


C Brien Bellingham, Eſq. 
On Wedneſday the 23d of April, 1794, the ſeveral 
traverſers before-mentioned were again put to the bar in 
order of trial; and having declared their conſent to abide 
the iſſue, — | 

The following perſons were ſworn upon the Jury and 
impannelled: | Is 


Fohn Lee, Eſq. Hampden Nicholſon, Eſq 
Blaney Balfour, Eſq. | Anthony Sillery, Efq. 
Rich. Cooper, Eſq. John Leland, Egg. 

Wrm. Smith, Eſq. Thomas Collins, Eſq 
_ Philip Brabazon, Eſq. Beaver Blacker, Eq. 
Wrm. Jones, Eſq. Ninian Rogers, Eſq. 

Counſel for the Proſecution, Counſel forthe Trayerfers- 

Mr. Attorney General. Mr. Curran, 

Mr. M*Cariney, The Recorder of Dublin. 
Mr. Saurin, Mr. Ponſonby. 

Mr. Ball, © Mr. Blackburne, 

Mr. Ruxton, © 7 Mr. Dobbs, 

Agent, Mr. Remmis, Mr. Hawthorne, 

Crown Solicitor. Agent, Mr. Carrol. 


Firſt WirxEss for the Proſecution. —Troxas Muzray- 
Examined by the Attorney General. 


The proſecutor being brought upon the table, addreffed 
the court as follaws ;— | 
My Lord, I beg your Lordſhip's leave to fay one word.— 
I underſtand, when I was examined at Dundalk, the Jury 
| B 2 l 


. 


did not give any charge upon what I fwore there; and ſo 
may be it will be of no uſe to examine me here ? 
TTORNEY GENERAL, —Oh, Mr. Murphy, that is not 
to the purpoſe—you muſt be ſworn, 
Coukr.— The man muſt be ſworn ; but the Jury will 
attend to this circumſtance. 


9225 ſworn, he underwent the following exa- 

W ͤ— 

1 Do you know the traverſers * | 
0. 

Eu about, — do you ſee any of them in cqurt ? 
0 

1 * you ſee Roger Hamill in court ? 
0. 


iT he witneſs being deſired to point out Mr. Hamill 

— q } 12vin laid his hand on Me. Bird, excited a loud 

ugh in the court; but quickly oy le: 4 him ſelf, 

fan his miſtake aroſe from a perſon ſtandi g before 

Mr. Hamill, whom he then identified; and alſo the 
reſt of the traverſers except Bartholomew Walſh. hs 


2. Do you remember the months of November and 
December 1792 ? 
F 
Did you ſee apy of the traverſers in <a months, 
and where ? 
A. I did, at the hauſe of one Sheridan in Laurence Street. 
2 What brought you there ? | 
A. I went to look for Patrick Kenny, who was a captain 
of — Defenders. 
©, How do Jour know, that he was a captain of Defenders 
A. I underſtood, he had the articles ; and it was he 
ſwore me a Defender. 
2. In what part of the houſe did you ſee the traverſers ? 
A. In a back room up ſtairs. 
9. Was there any one in the room, when you went into it? 
4. There was not.—The traverſers came in after. Mr. 
Bird and Mr. Hamill came in arm and arm, and Mr. 
Delahoyde ſome time after. 
2. Can you recollect what furniture was in the room— 
was there a table 4 
A. There was. 
2. Did the traverſers fit at the table? 
A. No; at a diſtance from it. 
2. ( By the court) Were the traverſers at the bar there! ? 
A. They were my lord. 
2. Did you fit down ? 
A. No. 


Lade oy 


2. Did 


(8.3 
2. Did all the traverſers that you have mentioned fit down? 
A. They did, Sir. | C 
2, In what capacity ? 
A. They were there in committee, 1% dire the 
perſons fecorn in as captains; and to diſarm the Proteſ- 
tants. 
2, Were there any diſturbances in the country at that 
time ? 

A. It is very well known the country was at that time 
in a bad ſtate of diſturbance, and the people were coming 
to misfortune. 

2. Were the diſturbances, diſturbances of Defenders? 

A. They were. 

2. You ſpoke of a committee—What is meant by a 
committee ? : 

A. I was ſworn by them, and underſtood, that the perſons 
under the captains were to execute their orders. 

2, (Ry the Court) Nou ſay, they gave orders? 

A. They did my lord, to diſarm the gentlemen of the 
country. 

2. (By the Court)—Can you mention, who were the 
committee ? 

A. I can my lord. a 

2. You ſay — conſidered in the committee as 
captains gave directions? 

A. None but one. . 

2. Who? 

4. Mr. John Berrill. 

2, In what part of the room? 

A. Sitting with the reſt round a table? 

2. What directions did he give? | 

A. The directions Mr. Berrill gave, was, that Mr. 
Trotter of Duleek had a number of arms; and that we 
| ſhould go and take them. | : 

2. (By the Court)—Who were the Captains, and what 
directions did they get? 

A. Directions were given to Patrick Tiernan, Patrick 
Kenny, William Conolly, and Richard Kelly. 

2. What directions did Mr. Berrill give? | 

A. The firſt directions was, that Mr. Trotter had a 
number of arms, and ought to be diſarmed; and that 
although Mr. Dillon of Manninſtownwas a Roman Catholic, 
he would turn every Defender in the country upon a ſpit. 

2, (By 3 there any directions to attack 
Mr. Trotter : | 

A. Yes—but at no particular time. | 

2 Can you mention any further directions? 


A. Ile 


* 


ſoldiers? 


and * t be better attacked. 


(37 


A He gave directions to Patrick Tiernan, ta attack Mr. 
Mc. Clintock of Newtown, becauſe no one knew the way ſo 
well, as he drew coals there in the Summer. 

2 Did Berrill give any other directions? 

Not to me ? 

&. Were there any other directions given? 

A. There was directions: to diſarm the Proteſtants and 
and ſoldiers in St. Peter's church, and the military in the 
harracks; but they withdrew it, as it was better to leave 
that to the laſt. They meant to ſend a body of Defenders 
to diſarm them; and faid, they went through the Chapels 

to quiet the Defenders, but that was only to blindfold the 
Proteſtants, 
2. (By the Court) —You ſay, they meant to attack the 


A. They did ; but ſaid, they would leave it for the aſt, 

(By a Fu r Repeat that again. 

Mitngſi.— ſay, they gave orders 40 attach the ſoldiers and 
Proteflants in Peter's chure#; but, they faid, they would leave 
it for the laſt. 

2 Why did they agree upon attacking the ſoldiers in 


Peter's church? 
A. 33 they would not have arms or ammunition, 


Was that the plan, to attack them when at church, 


without their arms ? 


A. It was. 
9. Did the ſoldiers uſually go to church without their 


arms ? 
4 They did. 
&. You fav, they were talking at the committee? 


5 They were all. 
N. (by a PN mentioned Delahoyde ; was he 


2. 
there? 
A. No; he went away. 
©, (Ry the Court) —At what time did Mr. Delahoyde go ? \ 
A. When he came into the room he pulled out a paper 
from his pocket, read it twice, gave it in to them at the 


table, and went away, 
O. Did he fit down? 
2. No. 

2. (By the Court) —Was that at the commencement of 

the 1 meeting before the committee fat ? 
2 He did not fiay five minutes in the room. 
©. Do you know any thing of arms being diſtributed b 


theſe gentlemen 2 1 
A. I know 


* 


'C +3 


A. I know a veſſel came in at Annagaſſin with three 
cheſts of arms they were landed on that ſtrand, but I 
cannot ſwear pofitively to the name of the place. 

2. Were any of the priſoners mentioned preſent, when 
the arms were landed ? 

A. There was—Matthew Read. Patrick Tiernan and 
Richard Kelly met them coming home. 

2. Was Read preſent. 

A. He was. 
. Do you know, where the arms came from ? . 

a Py I don't know, whether it was from France or Bir- 
mingham. 
S. (By the Court)—You ſay Read was preſent—are you 
ſure that the other two traverſers you mentioned were there? 

A. I fay, I met them as —_— home. 

9. Was it Kenny, or Kelly? 

A. Kelly. 

9. What was done with the arms? 

A. One cheſt was carried away in my preſence, and 
brought to Patrick Tiernan's houſe. They told me, they 
were to be diſtributed ; and ſaid, —if you defire a gun you 
ſhall have it; but I made anfoer that I had a better than 
any of them (which I had, at the time). 

2. Was Mr. Tiernan preſent when - the arms were 
carried to his houſe ? 

A. He was. 

py You ſwear that ? 

I do, 

2 At the meeting at Sheridan's was there any money 
given to the perſons preſent? 

A. There was.—Kenny, Kelly, Tiernan and Connolly 
gave in four purſes, which they faid, was all they had 
Colleen ſince the 1-\t time. 

What laſt time? 
7 I ſuppoſe, ſince they had a meeting. | 
7 (By the Court)-—Are you ſure they gave money? 
They did to Matthew Read. They ſaid they got 
milling a piece from the people all round. 
©. (By the Court) - What did you ſay about the money? 

A. Matthew Read aſked them whether they got any ſub- 
ſcriptions. They anſwered and ſaid they got ſhillings 

a-piece from all that could afford it; and that others got 
more. 

2. (By the Court) Is Matthew Read one of the traverſers? 

A. He is, my Lord. 

2, Did they ſay, they got a ſhilling a- piece from every 
perion all round? 

A. They 


\ 

' 

a 

© | 
. 

L 

8 


M Clintock's 


(8 3 
A. They charged leſs to ſuch as could not afford it. 
Was there money given to any perſon beſides the 


puries given in? 


A. No money at that time. <4 

Y. Was there money given at any other time, and by 
whom? 
A. By Mr. Bird. I got five ſhillings from him at one 
ume. / 
2, How many days after the meeting was that? 
A. Five or fix days. 
Was that before or after Mr. M*Clintock's houſe was 


attacked? | 


A. Before it. 

2. Where did he give you the money? 

A. He gave it in Weſt-Street oppolite his own gate. 

For what purpole ? | 

A. 1 only aſked him for ſome money, and he gave it. 

At that meeting at Sheridan's houſe, were there any 

hopes rome of receiving aſſiſtance from any foreign country? 

A. 1 heard the traverſers ſay, that within the fpace of a 
week they expected aſſiſtance from France; and they ſaid, 


they would get the conditions of Limerick; and that the Proteftants 


had the power of the country long enough, and that they would have 

it as long more. 4 4 105 
Croſs-examined by Mr. Cuxxan, as Counſel for th 

Traverſers, Hamill, Bird and Delahoyde. - * 


2, What religion are you of Mr. Murphy ? 

The witneſs 15 not anſwer the K but addreſſin 
himſelf to the court, ſaid—* My Lord, I A your Lordſhip's 
protection from the croſs- examination,. — I know I am not 
able to ſtand it.—But if the gentlemen examine me one at- 
a time in rotation, T will anſwer them.” Bo 

Couxr. You ſhall be ſo examined, 

2A. Do you profeſs any religion? 

A. I do, the Roman Catholic. | 

9. You ſaid ſomething of having been examined at Dun- 
dalk—you did not explain it ſufficiently ? | 

A. I did—to Judge and Jury, and to you, if you could 
hear. . 
9. Did you ſay, that you were ever examined at Dun- 
dalk as a witneſs in a proſecution? + | 

A. I was, __ perſons concerned in the attack of Mr, 
ouſe. 
2 Did the Jury give any eredit to your evidence? 
A. I don't know. 
9, Were the men acquitted ? 
A. They were, Sir. 


2 Do 


C907) 


©. Do you mean, becauſe the Jury at Dundalk did not 
give credit to your evidence ? ED 

A. I don't know why. | OY 

. Do you believe the Jury at Dundalk conſidered you 
perjured ? | 

A. I am ſure you nor no man in the court can make out 
that 1 me, I never left it in any one's power. 

2. Did not you ſwear againſt the perſons directly, and 
were they not acquitted ? 

A. I am ſure they would not be acquitted only they got 
perſons to ſwear. "IS | 

L. Did the Jury acquit ? 

A. I told you ſo.—T was not preſent. 

Pray Mr. Murphy have you ever been in a court 
of juſtice before—is this your firſt circuit ? | 

ety ng !—Do you thiak I get my bread by it, as 

you do 
| Covnszr. Oh not at all Mr. Murphy,—T ſhould be ſorry 
to caſt ſuch an imputation on ſo honowable and worthy 
a gentleman ;— | 

S But you ſay you were at Dundalk ? 
. I do, and I am Here now. 

9. How did you travel to Dundalk ? 

A. I went down in a chaiſe firſt ; and coming back after 
with a party of the 8th regiment, I got drunk in Dunleer, 
and ny leathered me. _ 

2, How did you go down the ſecond time—were you 
examined as a witneſs? — Were not the men acquitted the 
firſt time, and you brought again to ſwear againſt other 
perſons ? . 8 

A. I was? N | 

2. Who were you examined againſt the ſecond time? 

A. Againit Sir Patrick Bellew's fon. 

Q. Did you ſwear poſitively againſt him? 

A. No; I did not know the gentleman. | 

9. Were you brought down on any other occaſion ? 

A. I was in priſon for robbing a Prieſt, and diſcharged 
out of Court by proclamation. | 

9. Are you at a Joſs to know were you ever tried a 
ſecond time ? WY 5 

2. I was, for robbing one John Markey. 

- BD. Were you diſcharged by proclamation ? 
© er charged abo pig? 
Were you ever charge at a pig ? 
| 7 Never, — T was only a md Bate: | 

Covunser. Indeed, I believe it was.—lI am ſure ſach a 

worthy character as you, would have nothing to do with it. 
2. What religion are the priſoners at the bar? 
8 C A. I ſaw 


- 7 Rey = 
— — —— — 2 
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I (aw them at maſs ſeveral times. 
= you believe they are Roman Cathabcs 2 


4. 

A 

A. o. 

% Mr. Bird is a merehaut, is not he ? 


hs; 


I believe ſo. 

„Mr. Read, what is he? 

A. I can't tell whether be is a merchant or dat: but he 
12 0 opekeeger. 

9. I aſk you are not the three gentlemen at the bar, 
Mr. Ricd, Mr. Hamill and Mr. Delahoyde r rich; 

A. They are.—If I had money ol Janis 1 would be 
accounted a gentleman too. : 

2. Are they rich ? 

A. I can't tell.—l believe ſo 

2, 5 they per ſons of good wens and — ? 

2 ye gentlemen ? 

A, Your bread depends on Ag ela gentlemen. I am” 
ſure you would have no nn only ox me z and you 
will get more by it than J will : 

9. You ſay you went to the committes—ryere you 3 
member, 

A. No; I was ſworn in as a common man, 

2, Were bog a member ? 


- 


& Your Engliſh is roo much far we It you explain 
5 0 N I'll anſwer you. 
Were you. à cammittee-may, ? 
I was not. | 
. 2 n you went to Sheridan's houſe, what were they 
oing 
A. * found them debating about diſarming the Pro- 


A. I found James Bird, Roger Hamill, Mathew Read 


Whes the gentlemgn came there, who ſpoke q 
T Mr. Paxrill did, 


L. What did he fa 
2 ke ſaid Mr. | Billy 6 of Manninſtown, althaugk a 
4 Catholic, cted to be a juſtice of peace; 
that he would put a des on the ſpit, and eat him. 
2 — Murphy, did not you fay ſome thing about 
expenſes ? 
4. r a word never flip on you, that you'd wiſh to 
rec 
2. Nig you ſwear, that Mr. Rerrill ſaid, although Mr. 
len wes # Roman Cathalic and à juice of peace, he 
would roafſ and eat a Nefendes 3 416 
4. 1 lay 


teſtants. 
9. Who did * find there? 
| 


and John Berri 


. 


A. I ſay, he ſaid, that although Mr. Dillon expected 
be a juſtice of peace, and was a Roman Catholic, be — 
do what I ſaid. . 

Q. Was no perſon preſent at the landing of the arms at 

nnagaſſin but Tiernan ? | | 

A. I ſaid, Mr. Matthew Read. x | 

A Were either of the traverſers, Mr. Bird, Mr. Hamill, 
* — Delahoyde there ? 2 

1 0. g , 80 | 

. Did you ever fear, they were there ? 

A. I never did, to the beſt of my opinion. 

Q. If you ever ſwore, they were, could you forget? 

A. I fay, I never ſwore they were. k | | 

Q. If you had {worn fo by accident, you would be ſure 
to be right, for then you would have [worn both ways? 

A. I did not ſwear both ways. 

Q. So the plan was to diſarm all the Proteſtants ? 
A. It was what I heard; and I believe it is better known 
to vou than to me. : 

Witneſs. Aſk me a proper queſtion, or I will leave you ? 


* Sit down. 
Q. Have you been at Trim ? 

A. I was. . pt 

Q. Were you there at the ttial of Mr. Fay ? 

A. No; I am ſure, I was not there. | 

Q. You have heard of Mr. Fay being tried—Pray. had 
you any acquaintance with Mr. Lynch ? 

A. I believe you got more by him than I did. 

Q. Don't you thiak him an entertaining pleaſant man ? 

A. He gave you that character. 

Q. Don't you give me the ſame ? 

A. No; I do not. 

. yoo you a Defender ? 

A. I was. | 

Did you get any orders about the Proteſtants Was 
it to make them go to Maſs 

A. It was to prevent them going either one way or 


the other, Ao 
A. Was it to kill them Or to go and aſk them if they 
were 8 and knock them on the head? 

A. No. 

Q, What did you expect then? —_ 

A. I expected, that I would get what livings you, and the 
like of Vys have, for myſelf, 1 
Q. What Did you mean to turn Counſellor? 
A.-If I got karnir, I don't doubt but I'd be as good a 


Countellor : IE | 
ou 1 "x Q. Was 


En 


Was it your ſcheme to knock the Proteſtants on the 


head, and that 2 and your companjons would take their 
| ptaces ? 


A. Yes, | 

Q. I ſuppoſe you intended to get ſome pleafant place—a 
biſhoprick for inſtance ? 

A. You give the court occafion to * 

Q. How ſoon did you expect the react: ?—Did they 
come ? 

A. No; they did not come.—If they came, I believe, 
you would be more afraid than I; and you would bave a 
better reaſon. 

Q. Are you ſure, you ſwore at Dundalk about yourſelf, 
concerning the attack on Mr. Mc'Clintocks houſe . 
what did you do there ? 

A. I faid, I fired ſhots in at the houſe. 

Q. Was that your firſt time of being examined at Dundalk? 

A. It was. 

QI think, you ſwore, you were brought there a ſecond 
and third time ? 

A. I was not a third time. 

Q. Was not a geatleman ſent to ol, ond arraigned on 
your information ? 

A. There might be 10 or 90 to do it, as well. 

Q. Can you form a belief! 

A. I cannot. The gentlemen, juſtices and magiſtrates 
8 * ve me advice; but left me to do as I pleaſed, 

id any perſons ſpeak to you about the proſecutions ? ? 
= There did.—The Speaker and Alderman Harman? 
Was that any conſiderable time after you were exa- 

miued at Dundalk ? 

A. It was not, 

Q. Were you promiſed any thing for what you were to 
do, or in conſequence of acting your part well ?—1 want 
to know when ? 

A. I was not promiſed any thing when laſt brought down, 

Were you not promiſed ſomething for what you were 
to do at Dundalk ? 

A. I was not promiſed one 4alfperth of bread. 

Q. Were you not in gaol, and ſent for, to make infor- 
mation? 

A. I was. 
Q. Who did you charge in the firſt irifornaatide ? 
A, I charged Kenny, and Tighe, and King. 

Did you make the information before a magiſtrate ? 
A. I did before two. 
Q. Who did you charge in the ſecond information? 
A. I charged the traverſers here. 

Q. Can 
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Q. Can you recolle& the day? ? 

A. No; I ſaw them go by the gaol 2 a guard 
of horſe ? 

Q. Was Mr. Delahoyde taken to gaol under a guard of 
light Norſe ? 

A. You underſtand gaols, as being an old practitioner. 

Q. Did you hear, that he was taken out of his bed at 
11 o'clock at night, and taken to Dublin ? * 

A. Mr. Delahoyde was not. - | 

Q. Did you hear, the others were taken to Newgate ? 

A. I heard ſo. 

Q. Did you hear they remained there a fortnight ? 

A. I believe they did. 

Q_ Will you point out the day ? 

A. I cannot, 

Q. Can you tell the day of the meeting at Sheridan's? 

A. I cannot,—It was either in November or December. 
I cannot ſay exactly. | 

Q. Was Sheridan there? 

A. No; he was not. 


Croſs examined by Mr. BLackBURNE, as counſel 
for Matthew Read. 


Q. I believe, Mr, Murphy, I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you at Dundalk ? 

A. I had the pleaſure of ſeeing yon. | 

Q Had you pleaſure in it? 

A. I went down from the table very well pleaſed. 

Q. At what time were you committed to gaol ? 

A. Either upon the 31ſt of October, or the 1ſt of Sep- 
tember. 

Q. Can you ſwear, it was in September ? 

A. No; but I am ſure of Ofober. 

Q. This buſineſs happened in November or December 
before ? 

A. Yes. | 

Q Toy you roved about at large all that time?—Did you 
tell the people, that the gentlemen at the bar Mr. Delahoyde 
and the reſt were to murder all the Proteſtants ? 

A. Idid not. 

Q_ Did you tell any one before? 

A. No; becauſe if I had, I'd be ſhot in the ſtreets or in 
my bed. 

* Worn you in cuſtody when you ſwore apainſt Kenny? 

was 

Q. Did you ſwear againſt Smith ang Grimes ſentenced to 
be hanged at Dundalk? 

A. 1did not.. 

Q. Do you know Murtagh ? 


\ 


A. I do 


* 


„ 

A. I do fince put to ghol. | 
8 ſwear againlt Smith and _—_— Might 
A. I believe Murtagh ſwore agai 

tannot ſwear that he did. M | 

Q. did _ hear, he ſwore againſt them ? 

A. Idid. He might — — I touid tell of 

ſſty Defenders and robbers from Themas Gate to Dunlerr. 

Q. Do you know a robber by his okt ?- Did you vet 
look at yourſelf in a glaſs? | 

A. If 4 wes dreſſed in your cloathy, I'd look batter than 


you. 1 
Q. Do you ſwear, that you'd know u tebber by looking 


at him? 
A. I do not. 
Q. Are you a robber ? 
A. No. f 


oa 47 you know you ate confidered & tobber by 
carla | 
A. 8 but ſhew me the man that will prove it. 

Q_ Don't you ſometimes boaſt of it yourſelf? . 

A: Ti do not. 3 e 

Q. Did you never ſay, here's lame Murphy the robber, 
that robbed the prieſt ? N ä 

A. I did not. 3 | | 

Q. When did you ſwear againſt Kenny? 

A. Some time in September laſt, _ 

Q. Are you ſure, it was in September? 

A. I believe it was before Mr. Schoales. 

Q. * you in cuſtody when you Twore againſt Kenny! 

A. was EE 

Q. You ſay, it was in September? — Was it before 
Michaelmas ? 
A. It was. | 

Q. The trafon you did not fwear before was, that you 
were afraid while you were at large? 

A. I had a good right. | 

Q. Were you in cuſtody till after Chriſtmas, when you 
ſwore againſt Mr. Bird ? 

A. It was before Chriſtmas. 

Q. How long was it from the time you {were till 
he was taken? | | 

A. About a fottnight or three weeks; abd 1 am fure, it 
was before Chriſtmas, 7 1 

Q. Did you fwear againſt him before Mr. Smith the 
mayor? 

A. L did. 1 | 7 

Q. Why did you wait ſo long? — re You het two or 
three months in gaol before? | * 1 
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A. I capnot fear. 57 
Q. What do you believe about it ? 


A. 1 cannot {wear. 
Q. What did you ſwear about the time—was not it the 
31K of October ar iſt of September? 
A. It was the 3 iſt of Augy/t or iſt of September.] ſay 
that now. X 
| Ds You ſay, you did not ſwear againſt the gentlemen till 
Chriſtmas ? G 


A. I did not ſ-ear againſt any one ſince. 


* 


Q. (Ry the Caurt) - id you ſwear more than ane infar- | 


mation againſt the traveriers * 
A. I {ware three informatians againſt them. 
Q. (By the Court)—Can you recollect the time? ä 


A. I cannot write. But it was before Chriſtmas, L 


ſwore all the informations. 


Q. (by the Curt Do you recollect about December or 


the 18th of January laſt? Did you then ſwear againſt the 
traverſers, Bird, Hamill, and Delahoyde ? — 
cannot ſwear poſitively. þ 
Q. Did not you mention thecharges in yaur infarmatian ? 
A. I did; and I kqow mare pow than I did then, bur Þ'll 
not mention it. 
Q (By the Curt) - As to the matter on trial, did you 
ever ſwear againſt the traverſers mare than once? 
A. I did againſt ſome af them; hut cannot ſwear poſi- 
tively without telling a lie. 
Court. Try to recollect. 


Witneſs, I canuot, I might know then; but by the toſſing 


abqut, I cannot.“ 
Q. You did nat ſwear till Chriſtmay, although you knew 
of it a year before ? 


A. I do not ſwear it was a year. I ſay, it was about a year, 


Dates the Court) What da yau ſay about Mr. Hamill, 
and the reſt? | | 5 

A. I ſay Mr. Bird gave me a crown ance, but did not 
mention. any intention. 3 

Q_Did you ever ſwear, that any of the traverſers gave 
you money on any other occaſion ?Did you ſwear, that 
any committee gave you money ? - 

A. Na; I did not.—I gave them money, | 

Q. Far what reaſon de you think, Mr. Bird gave you 
the money. | 

A. It was a dead time of the ygar, and I was in a dil 
treſſed fituation. 

Q. (iy a 3 you ever work for Mr. Bird? 

A. Never but once, turning ſome malt. | 

Q. (By thy ſame) Did he owe you money at the time? 


4 


He did not. Why 


— — 


| 
ö 
| 
! 
1 


1 
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Q. Why did you apply to Mr. Bird? -Was it becauſe 
you worked for him ? | 

A. It was not.—It was ſor ſeeing him there; and he was 
the firſt I met. | 

Attorney General. —With great deference I would ſu a 
king, to the Court M hy he did not firſt diſcloſe the 
whole 8 

Witneſs. The reaſon was, I had Hot much influence on 
the gentlemen ; and as I did not know them, I thought it 
better to wait till another time. 

Q. Don't you know more now than you mean to diſ- 
cloſe ?——You reſerve it in petto for another time? 

A. I do,—I ſhould try the gentlemen firſt before I tell 
more. | ; 

Q. (By the Court.) What was done with the arms you 
ſaw brought into the houſe of Read? | 

A. I ſaw the boxes broken with ſtone-hammers, and was 
told arms were to begiven to every man of Tiernan's number. 

Were the captains of Defenders placed over different 
numbers? | 0 * 

A. They were. . 

Q. Did they aſk you to take a gun? 

A. They did. but I told them I had a better of my own. 

Q. Did you ſee the arms diſtributed? h 

A. I did not; but 1 heard they were. 

Q. Did you ever ſwear they were diſtributed ? 

A. I did not. X 

Q. Are you ſure ? | 

A. All I ſwore was, that I ſaw the arms taken out of a 
box at Tiernan's, and laid againſt the wall ; they were wet 
and ruſty with the ſalt water ; Tiernan told me, he was to 
diſtribute them to his own number. I did not ſee him diſ- 
tribute any. - el N 

Court. I would be glad to have the mayor to identify the 


examinations. 


Ralrz Suirn, Eſq. Mayor of Droentna, ſworn. 
ixamined by the Court. 


The examinations of Murphy were produced. 
Q. Was this examination of Murphy ſworn before you. 
ow It was my Lord, ſworn by Thomas Murphy on the 
table. | | 
Q. When that examination was fworn did you read it to 
the examinant ? 7 
A. I did, two or three times, firſt before it was ſworn, 
Q. Did the witneſs make no obje dion to any thing con- 
tained in it? N IO 


A. No my Lord. Ce 


cn) 


Court. In the examination he my, that * Berni 
adviſed the attack of Mr. M Clintock's .houſe, they all 
ave him money at different times, Mr. Bird particularly. 
He ſwears, alſo that when he went to Annagallin, he. was 
told the arms came from France ; and that they were f diſ- 
tributed gratis to ſeveral Defenders. He ſwears befides 


that he helped to eſcort ſome to the houſe of nn. 
nan, at Turfrckan. 


Muxzrnay's Examination reſumed. N. b 


Q. By the Court) What do you ſay as to the money 

A. I never got money from any of them but Mr. Bird. 

Wn... (By a Furor. — Did any of the committee give you 
money before ? 

A. Is it before the — — — * 

Juror. Yes. 


Witeſs. 1 ſay 1 never got any money in regard of that - 


night's meetin 
— (by the Jane. Did vou ever get * from any 


_ I do not remember. 


A (By the Court.) Is it a thing you might has forgot 
A. I could not. 


Second Witneſs for the Proſecution, BzxnanD GrMEs, 
Examined by Mx. M*CazTNEv. 


Q. Were you one of the people called Defenders in 
November, 92 ? 


A. I was. 


Q. What religion do you profeſs ? 
A. The Roman Catholic. of 


Q. Were you acquainted with Defenders in this town of 
* religious perſuaſion £ 


Q. Were you i aa theirs in this 


town ? 


A. I was, in the months of September and Novem- 
der, 92. 


Defenders, intended to diſpoſſeſs the 
arms ? 
A. Yes. 
In what counties ? 
AT In Louth and Drogheda. 
. Do you know for what purpoſe ? 


A. It was in order to deſtroy the Proteſtant religion, and 
pay no tythes or taxes. 


of their 


Q.” Do you know that the deſcription of perſons called 


Had 


| 
| 
| 


.. 


Q. Had they * other intention? * 3 


A. They had. They told me, and every man liſted as a 
captain of Defenders, that we ſhould get weekly money, 
until we ſhould get arms from abroad. 

Q._ De you know avy of the traverſers at the bar? 

A. I know Matthew Read for one. | 
Was he a Defender? 

. Q — was. 
Can you mention any one elſe ? 

A. James Bird. CER ION 6 

Q. Was he a Defender ? 

A. He was. 

Q. Any one elſe? 


Roger Hamill. 


Q. Was he a Defender? 

A. He was. | 

Q. Can you mention any others? | 

A. Yes,—Patrick M*Cay and Patrick Kenny, 

Q. Was he a captain of Defenders? 

A. Yew 9 4 | 

Any other perſons ? 

2 — Walſh. 

Q. Was he a Defender ? A 

A. He was. 

. Do you ſee any other perſon that you know- to have 

been a Defender? 

A. No. | | 

Q. You ſay you were a captain of Defenders? 

A. Les. | . 1 8 8 

Q. Were you applied to by any perſon of that body? 

A Yes. 25 

By whom? | 

2 By James Devitt. | 

Q. Who is he? A | 
A. He was one of their head commanders in the county 
of Louth _ | 

Q. Was there a committee of Defenders in this town? 

A. There was. | | Wd 
Q. Were the committee competent to ſwear perſons in? 

A, they were. 3 ä 

Q. Do you know any perſon of that committee in this 
town ? of 

A. I do. | 

Q. Were any of the traverſers of that committee ? 

A. They were there. | | 
Q. Were the ſeveral perſons at the bar, all of them 
there ? | 


A. They Were. 
Q. Were 
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Q. Were you one of the committee? 

A. I was, | 

Q. Were you ever preſent at their meetings ? 

A. I was. 

Q. Where did they aſſemble ? 

A. In the houſe of Bartholomew Walſh. 

Q. Is it in town? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did they affemble at any other houſe : > 

A. They did, at Peter Cahill's. 

Q. Do Cahill and Walſh keep public houſes ? 

A. They do. 

Q. Were they Defenders ? 

A. They were. | 

Q. (By the Court.) Is that Walſh at t the bar ? 

A. Yes, my Lord. 

Did the committee meet at any other houſe ? 

A. They did, at the houſe of James Sheridan, in Lau- 
rence-ſtreet. 

Q. Do you know of the traverfers meeting as a, com- 
mittee in the houſe you have named laſt ? 

A. I do, 

Q. Were you preſent ? | 

A. I was. 

Q. In what part of the houſe did they meet Was it 
above or below? 

A. above. 

Q. In what manner did they fit ? 

A. They ſat round about as you do here, on chairs. 

Q. For what purpoſe did they meet? 

A. To give orders to me and the like of me, what mea - 
ſures we ſhould take as captains of the Defenders. 

Mere you preſent when the orders were given to the 
captains of the fenders ?—And in what month ? 

A. I was; and it was in the months of September and 
November. 
Q. What orders were given in thoſe months? Do you 

recollect particularly the day or the houſe ? 

A. I do. They met at Cahill's houſe in September. 

Q. Were you and the traverſers preſent ? 

A, They were. 

Q. Did they fit as a committee of Defenders, to give arms 
to the Defenders? 

A; They did, in September, 92. 

Q Who brought you there ? 

Faerick 8075 Es 
Q. Was 
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Q. Was he a captain of Defenders i 
A. He was. 
Y What orders were given to Patrick Kenny ? 

A. The orders that every man ſworn at that time got, 
was, that weekly money ne be given to theſe We io, 
to get arms from abroad. | 

. From what country ? > | 

A. From France. 

Q. His directions were, to get money from the Defen- 
ders to get arms? 

A. ey wer — Ih ; 

Q. For what e? 

A. For the u * the Defenders. 

Q. Do you mean the e at * time raiſing diſ- 
turbances? 

A. I do. 

Q Were there diſturbances at that time in Louth and 
Drogheda? 

A. There were. 


2 as foreign aid expected ? 


e were promiſed. it. 
Q. Who promiſed it ? 


A. The gentlemen at the bar, James Bird, Roger Hamill 


and Matthew Read. 
* Pa you hear them ſpeak of foreign aid ? 
id. 
8. Did you hear them ſay, for what purpaſe ? 
A. They ſaid, it was to back the Defenders. 
"= * you know of any RA: orders ? 
do, 


Q. What were they? 
A. The ſecond order was, to take the arms of the Pro- 


- teſtants ? 


Q. Were the firſt orders to raiſe FRAN for nn 


of arms? 


A. They were. 


Q. For what purpoſe ? 
A. It was, 7 © deftrey the Proteflant religion or get their ends;— 


they ſaid, that the Protefients were long enough over them, and 
Jhould be fo no longer. 


Q. Do you know, was there wy, money levied by the 


Captains in purſuance of the orders 


A. There was. i 
Did you raiſe any ? 
2 I did ; but did not return it, 
Q. From whom did you get it ? 
A. From ſeveral people in the country ;—I can mention a 


Q_ /By 


hundred, 


| ED 
Q. (By the Court) Did you get much money in this 


manner ? 

A. I got about ſeven or eight pounds. 

Q. (by a Juror )—Was it tor the Defenders? 

A. No Sir, it was for arms. 

Q. 7 you know, were arms brought from abroad? 

A. I do. | 

Q. Did you ever ſee any ? 

A. No; but I heard fo. _ : 

Q. Do you recolle& any other orders given at any other 
times ? 

A. I do. 6; 

Q. Did you ſay, that the firſt committee ſwore any per- 
ſons attending that were not members? 1 

A. I did not. They would not be admitted Zarring they 
belonged to it. - ; 

Q. Did you hear any thing about the ſoldiers, in the 
committee ? 

A. No; I did not. f ha 

Q. You ſay, there were riſings and diſturbances in the 
country at that period ? \ 

A. There were. 

Q. Do you ſay, the gentlemen at the bar were of the 
committee that directed the proceedings of the inſurgeats? 
A. I do. | 

Q. (By @ Juror Name the perſons concerned, 

Witneſs.—James Bird. | ; 

Q. Do you ſwear pofitively that he was a member of the 
committee, that directed the Defenders? th 

A. I do. 

Q. Who elſe? 

A. Rory Hamill. 

Q. Who elle ? 2 

A. Matthew Read? | 

Q. Was he one of the members that directed their pro- 
ceedings ? 

A. He was. 

Q. Who elſe ? 

A. Patrick Kenny. 

Q Who elſe ? 

A. Bartholomew Walſh. 

Q. Any one elſe ? 

A. I don't ſee any other. | 
Q. Do you take on yourſelf poſitively to ſwear, that 

theſe gentlemen were of that committee, that directed the 
proceedings of the Defenders? 
: A. I do, | : * ; 
X Q. (By 
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9. (By a Juror.) — Where does Peter Cahill live in 
town: 

A. In Weſt ſtreet. 

2, Do you recolleR any mention made of the church at 
that meeting ? | 

A. There was 

2. What was the purport? 

A. It was to attack the Proteſtants and ſoldiers at church 
and in the barracks. 

2. What did they intend by this? . 

A. It was ſaid, that a party of Defenders were to ſeize the 
ſoldiers and Proteſtants at church; and another party was 
to go to the barracks, and take the arms. | 

D Why did you prefer attacking them in church ?— 
Was there any reaſon, why you would particularly chuſe 
to attack them there? 3 a 

A. The reaſon was becauſe they had not their arms. 

2. (By a Furor.) — Did you hear this talked of at the 
committee more than once ? 

A. I heard it, when the meeting was held at Cahill's in 
Welt-ſtreet. 


Croſi-examined by My. Poxsoxzx. 


D. Mr. Grimes, your name is Bernard, I believe? 
A. It is. 

2. Are you brother to Patrick Grimes? 

A. 1 am. 

2 I he hanged yet? 

A. No. 


2. Was he not capitally convicted of being a captain of 
Defenders ? 

A. He was. 

D. Why has not he been hanged ? 

A. By the intereſt of the gentlemen, I ſuppoſe. 

2. Pray, were not you convicted of fome offence 
yourſelf ? | | 

A. ] was, 

D. Were you pardoned ? 

A. 1 was not. I was only laid down for two months im- 
priſonment. | | 
9. What were you tried for? 
= As a captain of Defenders, and heading a riotous 

mob. | 
2 Lou enliſted I believe? 
A. I did. | 
O. And deſerted ? 
A. I did. 
2 Pray, 
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9. Pray, give me leave to aſk, at what period you became 
a committee- man? 
A. It was ſometime in 92 that I got articles. 
2. Thoſe articles, I ſuppoſe, were your commiſſion ? 
A. It was. 
Q. Have you it about you? 
A. No; I have not. 
2. What did you do with it? 
A. I gave it to the gentlemen. 
2. To what gentleman ? 
A. To Ralph Smith, Mayor of Drogheda. 
2 At what time? 
A. Some time in January. | 
2. How long were mou a committee-man ? | 
A. From the time I got the articles till my imprifi 
ment. * 2 
2, Were you at a meeting of the committee? 
A. I was, 
2. How did you get your bread before? 
A. By my trade. 
9. What trade ? 
A. A weaver, | 
Q. Were you made a captain at once, before you filled 
any inferior ſtation ? | 
A. I was. | 
Q. Were you admitted into the committee? 
A. I was admitted when captain. 
Q. Were other perſons admitted ? 
A. There were. 
Q. Can you tell-what perſons ?—Try to recolle& ! 
A. I can tell who were admitted at that time. 
Q. Who were the perſons admitted? 
A. Several gentlemen in the town of Drogheda were 
admitted. 
Q. Were all gentlemen admitted as well as captains ? 
A. No; except of that fide. | 
Q. Then all gentlemen Defenders were admitted ? 
A. They were. | a 
Q. Do you know any thing of captain Thomas Murphy? 
A. I don't know any ſuch captain. | 
Q. Did you ſee the man that was examined here, at the 
committee ? 
A. He was. | : 
Q. Can you recollect the time, when you came firſt 
uainted with the practices of the Defenders? 
I can recolle& the time. It was in Spring, gr. 
Q. Do you recollect the time, when you firſt gave infor- 
mation againſt the committee - men ? 3 
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A. I can. | | 

Q. When ? | . 

A. It was ſome time in December or Novertiber 93. 
Q. Do you mean laſt December ? 

A. Yes, Sir. 


A. It was in regard to my own ſafety. 

Q. Why not before ? | 

A. Becauſe I thought they would ſtand true atid loyal 
to each other as before; but I ſaw they did not. 3 

Q. Why did you think your own ſafety concerned in it ? 

A. I was not poſitive ſure, whether or not. LAS 
Q. 1 don't underſtand that —Explain, what made you 
think your own ſafety concerned one way or the other; 
and why you thought the information neceſſary ? 

A. Becauſe I never ſaw many hurted that did ſo. ; 

Q. And fo, becauſe you never ſaw many hurted that did 
ſo, you thought it neceſſary for your ſafety ?—W hat do you 
mean by that ? f 

A. Becauſe I never ſaw any of the approvers hurted. 

Q. You turned approver, becauſe approvers were not 
hurted? | s 
Fog I turned approver, becauſe in the protection of the 


. 
Q. Were any other perſons at that meeting befides the 
perſons you mentioned ? 
A. There were. | | 
Q. Why did you not give information againſt the oth 
as well as them ? | 
A. If all were preſent by, I would tell you. 
Q. You gave information before the magiſtrates of the 
county of this town ? 
A. Idid. | | 
Q. Why did you confine it to theſe gentlemen ? 
A. I ſaw ſeveral at that meeting; but they are not here. 
Q. How came you not to give information againſt thetn, 
as well as againſt the perſons here ? 
"C4 ai againſt ſeveral others. 
Q. Where are they ? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. Are they proſecuted ? 
A. I did not hear, 3 | 
Q. Where do they live ? 2 TE 
A. In the county of Louth, and town of Drogheda. 
Q. Where do they live now? What do you believe? 
A. I am not poſitive ſure, 46” "Or 
FS Q. Don't 


( 25 ) 


Q. Don't you believe they are at home nowꝰ 

A. I can't tell. They may be either here or at home 
I don't know whether or not. 

Q. Don't you believe, they are either at bome or here? 

A. They may be either here or at home. 

12 (By the Cour.) Can't you form a belief where they 
are 

A, My lord, I can't tell. 

Q. (By the Lourt)—Can't you form a belief? 

A. 1 don't know my lord. 

Q. Don'r you believe they lived in the town long after 
you gave the information ? 

A. They were, 

Q. Pray Sir, as you are ſo well — with affairs 
from the year 91 to this period, did you hear of many 
W of Roman Catholics in this town ? : 

Q. Did you hear, that Mr. Bird and Mr. Hamill were 
active about the Roman Catholic buſineſs, and of reſolutions 
_—_ 3 in the newſpapers ? | 

1 
| 4 (By the Court) — What were the meetings of the 

Catholics about ? 
A. It was about the Roman bill, and their petition to 
government, 

Q. Can you read? 

A. I can. | 

Q. Did you ever read of Mr. Bird's or Mr. Hamill's 
names in the newipapers ? | 

A. I did. 

Q. Did you hear of a meeting of the Roman Catholics 
in 8 or what was called their Convention? 

A. 1 di 

Q. They were appointed Delegates to that meeting 75 

A. They were. 

Q. They were very active ? 

A. They were, | 

Q. When the committee met at Sheridan's 400 Cabill' 
houſe, had they drink? 

A. No; they had not. , 2 

Q. In what room in Sheridan's houſe was the meeting 
held ? 

A. In a back room up ſtairs. 

Q. How many pair of ſtairs? | | 
A. I can't tell, nor I won't. 

Q. How many. pair up? 

A. Lean t tell. F 

Q. What room in Cahill's houſe did they fit in? 
A. In a room fronting +4 
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Q. How ma ny pair of ſtairs up? 
A. I can't tel 
Q. Can't you tell, how high up! 


A. It was the ürſt room when you go up, fronting the 


„pe you recolle what furniture was in the room at 
eri 
A. 1 were ſome chairs, a table and a bed. believe 
there was a cheſt. 
% Da you recolle& what furniture was at Cahill's : 
A. There was chairs and a round table.—It was a * 


place. 
"a. bs you recolle&, at what what hour they met ? ; 
A. Always in the Wir on Sundays or holidays. 
Ti, went one by on 
Q. Do you recolle how many people uſed to be there, 
when they all met ? 
A. I cannot tell. 
To the beſt of your belief ? 
AI never took an account of the number. There 
were —— Lag e. 


. ben ink there were zo or 409?—Think, what 
num | 


A. The room could not hold many. Not as many as 
you think. 
. How many do you think? Were there 30 at any 
meeting Were there 20 1 preſent at any time? 
A. Not of the lower cla rags: 
Q. You ſay ſeveral gentlemen uſed to go to the meeting 
2 _ _ here ? 


&. Win you name . of the gentlemen that uſed to 
be there ? 

A. I will. | 

Covnszr.—Name every * you know. 

Wirnzss. There was Roddy Hamill, S 
Matthew Read, Peter Sabin Philip Duffy, Me. Ca 
John Berrilll. 

ATToxxney GENEIAI.-My lord, with great deference 
I muſt object to 2 — diſcloſure of — of perſons 
not on their trial. hout the circuit it has been the 
cuſtom to ſtop ſuch lex ings in limine. If permitted, it 
might throw imputations an innocent perſons, and furniſh 
the guilty an oppertunity to fly. 

Courr. I obje to aſk him any more of the particular 

rſons there, 1 hi ba 

Covnser. My lord, my object is to ve idem con- 
fronted with the evidence. & v 

Ou 


.. 
Q You are ſure, James Bird, Roger Hamill, and other 


perſons gave you directions, to get mon for the Defenders, 
which A. Ihe, 7 and did not e 85 


W from each perſon ? 

A. I got according to che bill, 

Q. You were ordered to get a ſhilling from one, half a 
crown from another, and ſo on, for the purpoſe of buying 
arms in France ?—And thet was ſaid in the ] 

A. It was. 

Q, Is Mr. Bird a rich, or a poor man ? ) 

A. I hear, he is à ch man, 

Q. Is Mr, Hamill eonſidered a man of wealth? 

a — ; the ſame as N nm 

on't you think, if t wanted a uld - 
lay out their money without Tifcloing erg Hey hug ſo 
many; and that it would be ſafer than * ſend ſuch a 
N — people about, collecting money? 

Q. Were not they fighting in France at that time, and 
don't you think the arms would be wanting for ins own 
uſe ? Do you think they were cheaper there? 

A. I was told ſo. 

What gaol were you ſeat firſt to after your return 
n taken; and 

was ſent to Dr w after- 

wards tranſmitted to 0 Prog 

Q. Did y n drr 
ſent to Dundalk gaol, or in Drogheda ? 


x 1 Arp not. 

Des hear the French were to come And don't. 
you a think hey are very good fellows, and would give you 
arms | 

A. I believe ſeveral parts of France are not under the- 
Roman rules. | 
2 What do you mean by being under rules ? 
. I can't give any zeaſon. 
© ns it ſeem odd, if the French mere good reads 
that they would demand money for arm? 
& does 3 a little odd. 
ou ſay, your brother was convifted at 
Dundalk? wy 
A. He was. 
A, Did your: ae ae his gordon. bnfurs your 
in formatian ? 


( 28 ) 
"= Were you diſcharged from Dundalk ? | 
A. I was brought to enliſt and ſent abroad; but ad not 
80 voluntarily. 
. You ſay, among other Porto preſent at the meeting 


you aw Me. Mc. Cay ?- Can you point him out ? 
A. I can, 


[Here the witneſs ;detified Mr. Mc. Cay i in court.} 


Q Look about, do you ſee any more? 
A. I can't ſee any more. 


Croſs-examined Dozss, as 2 or 
i N Walſh. 7 


2 — you ever get any ng as an approver? 


Q Who purchaſed that coat? 2 
A. My own money. 
Q. Who made it ? 
A. Patrick Tiernan, tailor, 
Q. Who bought the cloth? 
A. Tiernan. 
Q. You ſaid you paid for the coat yourſelf Did you 
give the money to Tiernan to pay for it? 
A. I did. 
Q. And paid him for making it? 
A. I did. | 


Runnin by the court, 


Q. You ſay, at the meeting you CITY Bird, Hamill, 
Read and Walſh were prefent, 
A. I do. - 
Do you know, ent any of the other perſons are 
on trial beſides? 
A. I do not. ; | 
Corr. Look at the dock, and ſee. 
Juxor. Name them. 
Wir Ess. There is Patrick Kenny, Matthew Read, 
Darren Walſh, Roger Hamill and James Bird. 
_ - Q. Is there any other perſon in or about the dock, that 
vou ſaw at the meetings? 
A. There is not my lord. 
Q. Do you know any other of the men on trial beſides 
thoſe you have named ? 
A. I do not. « 
The clerk of the crown being ordered by the court to 
read the names of the traverſers, read the names of 
Roger Hamill, James Bird, Caſimir Deglahoyde, 
— Patrick Tiernan and Bartholomew Walſh,} 


. Did 


-.'C: 8:1] 
Q. Did you ever ſee Delahoyde or Tiernan at the 
meetings, or any perſons of that name? 
A. 1 did not my lord. 
Couxr. Let Delahoyde and Tiernan ſtand forward. 


2 _ you ever {wear examinations againſt either of 
them perſons? 


A. Y did in Drogheda for taking oaths in the , of 
ut 


Q. Did you ever ſwear againſt either of them, for * | 


other offence beſides taking the oaths ? 

A. I did not my lord. 

QI think, you ſaid, you never e either of them at 
any of the meetings you have mentioned ? 

A. I did not my lord, ſee either of them at the meetings. 

Q. When did you ſwear againſt Tiernan for 0 
the oaths? 

A. Some time in December 93. 

Q. Did you ever ſwear againſt Tiernan at any other 
time ? 

„ 

Q. Did you ever ſwear, that Patrick Tiernan was a 
member of the committee you ſpoke of ? | 

A. I did not. 

Q. 22 any perſon of that name? 


E Do you know Patrick Tiernan well . 
A. I do. 

Q. Where does he live? 

A. At Turfeckan. 


Q. Did you ever know him to be at any of the 


committees ? _ 

A. I did not. 
Q. Did you ever ſwear he was? 
A. No, my lord. 
Q. Do you write your name? 
A. I do my lord. 


| [Grimes' s examination ſworn before Alderman Harman 
' being produced, and his fignature being ſhewa to 
him, he acknowledged it to be his writing.] 


Qs that the examination ſworn by you? 
A. It is my lord. 


Alderman Harman fworn and examined. 


Q. Mr. Harman, do you know that paper? 

A. It is the examination of Bernard Grimes taken by me. 
Q Of that 2 on the table * ? 

A. Truly 10 I SIN“ 
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Grraes's examination continued. 

9. You have never ſeen Tiernan at any of the meetings, 
nor ſworn you did? | 

A. I did not. RY 

. Could you have done ſo and forgot? 

A. I never ſwore againſt him for being at a committee, 

(Court to the Clerk of the Crown)-—T are names in 
this examination, that ought not to be read. Read the 
examitzation, omitting the names of all but the traverſers. 

The following extract from the examinations was read 
by the clerk of the crown :;— a 

„That he, Bernard Grimes, had been a member of the 
Roman Catholic committee fitting in Drogheda for the 
purpoſe of overturning the Proteſtant religion and govern- 
ment, & That Patrick Tiernan of Turfeckan in the 
county of Louth was a member of the committee, and 
ſeen by the examinant either at the houſe of Cahill, Sheri- 
dan or Walſh.” ; | 

Cover. That is enough. The examination ſtates all 
the committee Did you ever ſwear that? ü 

A. I did not, my Lord. 

Couxr. You may go down. 


Here the caſe for the proſecution refted. 


Ma. Cuxxan. Being counſel for the traverſers Mr. 


Bird, Mr. Hamill and Mr. Delahoyde, now on trial, I find 
it neceſſary, without proceeding backer, to offer to your 
Lordſhip and this very reſpectable Jury, frat need <b- 
ſervations on the extraordinary cafe of my clients, and the 
fingular prepoſterouſneſs of the charges in this accuſation, 
as laid before you in evidence. 

It is an accuſation, that of its nature muſt involve a black 
degree of enormity in any country. It implies a criminal 
intention, that it carried into .cfte&t muſt looſen every 
bond of ſociety, and plunge that country which ſhould 
unhappily be the theatre of ſuch atrocity into the moſt 
inconceivable ſtate of calamity and wretchedneſs; no 
matter how rich and proſperous might be its previous 
condition. "The exiſtence of a ſtate is like the exiſtence 
of life in man; and to take exiftence from the political 
body is ſimilar to taking the life of an individual ; with 
this difference, that the confequeace of the ane is ſo vaſtly 
ſuperior to that of the other, that to determinethe propar- 
tionate criminality would and eg” Som impoſlible. _ 

The charge againſt my clients is—that they are enemies 
to their country and Ts government that t are 
adverſe to its ſettlement, its peace and its profper ; ar 

| t 


U 


that they have ſormed plans to ſpread general diſcontent, 
confuſion and diviſions, for the purpoſe of deſtroying the 
advantages derived to the. nation from a ſtats of well 
ordered tranquillity ; —and that for carrying ſuch an abomi- 
nable project into execution, they have employed for their 
agents the greateſt. miſcreants in ſociety ! 

It is that fort of guilt, that, at countenancing which, 
every man of character and ſenſibility muſt recoil. But ix 
is for you gentlemen, to conſider, that an offence of ſuch 

reat enormity is not lightly to be believed, and requires to 

122 by the ſtrongeſt evidence. a i 

t is not my intention at preſent to enter into ay 4 very 
minute obſervations on the evidence which has been t 
laid before you; if that ſhall be neceſſary, one of the learned 
gentlemen here, will do ſo. | | 

There are few general circumſtances upon which to 
obſerve from the related in evidence. The ſtate of 
the country for ſome time paſt, and particularly the ſtate 
of that body of your fellow ſubjects againſt whom ſuſpicion 
and calumny ſeem to have been directed, are circumitances 
that muſt be obſerved upon, and cannot fail of ex- 
citing in your minds ſome of the tendereſt feelings. | 

In laſt year's parliament, one of the molt glorious 
triumphs that ever this country witneſſed, was obtained 
that body, over the blackeſt prejudice and injuſtice, exaſ- 
perated by imaginary wrongs. That fatal diſunion, from 
which for centuries great individual calamity and public 
diſquietude had ariſen, had the axe laid to its root by the 
ſenate of the nation. And there was no good man in the 
community, that did not look to the canſequences of it, 
to be, the ſecurity of the peace, induſtry and happineſs of the 
country; and an exemption from the calamities of the 
nations, around us. Upon ſuch a great occaſion, there 
muſt neceſſarily be diverſity of opinions; but I am forry 
to ſay, that prejudices are aot yet removed from perſons of 
a lower deſcription, | 

There was at that time, an obloquy thrown out againſt 
the Committee of our Catholic brethren fitting at Dub- 
lin but I ſpeak in the preſence of a Proteſtant Jury and 
a Proteſtant Judge, and I ſay, that in hiſtory there is no 
example of any ſuch proceeding being carried on with 
more decorous tranquillity and ſtriftly legal propriety. 
Their orderly, decent and reſpectful perieverance was 
crowned with that ſucceſs, which, it was imagined, would 
confer happineſs on theruſelves, - and on — that were to 
come after them. It was expected, the diſturbances which 
had been occaſioned by a ruinous ſyſtem of law, wonld be 
done away ; and that 


«, 


| ties 


is day 


would be a coalition of all par- 
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ties, formed into one united phalanx, and feeling, that their 
country could never be proſperous or happy, without 2 
general participation of freedom to all its people. 

A page, © order in a ſtate, may in ſome ſort, be com · 
pared to a ſolitary individual ſeparated from the ſociety, 
and unaided by the reciprocal converſe, affections or 
fupport of his fellow men, It is like a tree ſtanding ſingly 
on a high hill, and expoſed to the rude concuſſions of every 
varying blaſt, devoid of fruit or foliage. If you plant 
trees around it to ſhade it from the inclemency of the 
blighting tempeſt, and ſecure to it its adequate ſupply of 
Jun and moiſture, it quickly aſſumes all the luxuriance of 
vegetation, and prondly rears its head aloft, fortified againſt 
the noxious gales which agitate and wither the unprotected 
brambles lying without the verge of the plantation. 

Upon this principle acted the dying man whoſe family 
had been diſturbed by domeſtic contentions. Upon his 
death-bed he calls his children around him; — he orders a 
bundle of twigs to be brought ;——be has them untied he 
gives to each of them a fingle twig he orders them to be 
broke; and it is done with facility .—He next orders the 
twigs to be united in a bundle, and orders each of them to 
try their (ren; vaca it —They ſhrink from the taſk as 
impoſſible — 515, iay children (continued the old man) 
It is UNION alone that can render you ſecure againſt the 
attempts of your enemies, and preſerve you in that ſtate of 
happineſs which I wiſh you to enjoy, | 

doch thould be the effects of the liberty conferred by the 
act of the laſt ſeſſions of parliament ; and ſuch I believe 
they would be, if not for the miſconceptions of a lower 
deſcription of people, who may have :magined that a more 
reſpectable order of perſons had the ſame paſſions and dif. 
poſitions as themſelves. I cannot attribute the accuſation 
together, to the irregular proceedings going forward for 
tome time in this part of the country; but rather to 
vague charges, which I have read with concern, brought 
againſt a deſcription of perſons, the calamities of whoſe 
anceſtors muſt have peculiarly influenced to a demeanor 
directly the contrary. 

However ruinous the charges againſt the individuals may 
be, that alone does not terminate the miſchief. Theſe 
reports will go abroad,—they will be carried to the ſeat of 
government; and it is impoſſible to = what impreſſions 

rzay be made there to the diſadvantage of a great portion of 
our countrymen. But, would to God! the powers in 
England were preſent this day, to hear the charges made 
againſt a reſpe:table body of perſons, and the manner in 


which they have been atiemptad to be prove. 1 


6-08 -3 | 
It belongs to me to ſpeak only of three F Me. 
Bird, Mr. Hamill and Mr. Delahoyde. It is not the 
unhouſed villain and profligate vagabond upon whom you 
fit in judgment. It is the opulent and reſpectable mer- 
chant, the man who owes every thing to his public 
character. This is the deſcription of men to be tried. 


It cannot poſſibly be imagined,- that the plan had deen 


formed to excite previous prejudices in their favour, If it 
was, the manner of their arreſt and ſubſequent treatment 
ſhews them to have been much diſappointed Mr. Bird 
was taken out of his bed at, eleven o'clock at night, and 
brought to the capital, under a military guard, after à very 


- uncomfortable impriſonment of one hight in the Townhouſe. , 
He was not N the common decencies of impriſon- 


rmient—nor ſuffered to enjoy the viſits of his friends !—an 
indulgence permitted to the moſt flagitious criminals, how- 
ever low their deſcription.—Pen and ink were denied him; 
and he was brought to the capital, and there lodged amon 
the vileſt malefactors. He applied to the court of King's 
Bench to be admitted to bail, fancying from his character 
he would be admitted. That was denied him —From this, 
it _ be—imagined, that there was ſome reſpectable 
witneſs or proſecutor of character to Criminate him. Lou 
have all ſeen and heard them, mn. 

I certainly conſider, that When crimes. of this kind are 
committed, it muſt be neteſſary that ſome of the parties 
concerned ſhould turn apptover I am well aware, that to 
ſhut out fuch from examination, would be to ſtop public 
juſtice 3 but yet, I did ifffagitie, that in the ele caſe 
ſome reſpe&able witneſs would come forward. to diſcloſe 
the turpitude of the offente. To ſupport the enormous 
charges in the indictment, one Murphy has been produced. 
hut, as gentlemen who are choſen to decide on a matter, 
upon the iſſue of which the ſafery of a great part of the 

lation of Ireland depends, I aſk you,—is there ſafety 

or the life of any man, it tHe teſtimony of ſuch a 5 


has weight in a court. of juſtice SO 9; his exami- 


nation, he declared to the learned judge, that he, had been 
examined before, at Dundalk, and acknowledged, that there 
the Jury ſhewed no reſpect to his evidence; and therefore 
he did not 'wiſh to be examined! To decide on the evi- 


dence of 'a man having ſuch apprehenſions of himſelf, a 


jury ſhould decide with extreme caution. The man to be 
belloved by a reſpectable juty againſt reſpectable perſons, 


is Murphy, confeſſtdly a robber by character, tried twice 


2 county upon charges of a flagitious nature, and 
— 


him, you muſt credit the teſtimony of a man who ac- 
S F r knowledges 


* 


out of court by ptoclamatiog. If you believe 


6340 | 
knowledges hinifelf to have fired ſhots into the houſe of 
Mr. Me. Clintock with an intent to commit murder. 

- When the proſecutor lodged theſe examinations, it 
appears, he was in jail, in, actual cuſtody. It is now for 
you to conſider, whether in your unbiaſſed j the 

>ſtory; hangs well together? Mr. Bird and Mr. Hamill, it 
is well known, exerted themſelves much in forwarding the 
'earrle of the Roman Catholics. You are told, theſe gen- 
tlemen formed committees in alehouſes ; «that by. * 
eiated with the vileſt miſcreants, to aflaſknate the Pro- 
teſtants of the land, at à time when the object they had in 
view was Ing on protperpully in the legiſlature. of the 
vation !—l5 it likely, that at ſuch a period, they would 
ſorm a plot for the extermination of their Proteſtant fellow- 
tabjedts ?—Snch à ſuppoſition is contrary to common ſenſe. 
Is it likely chat n country reduced to ſuc an, ppbopyy Kate, 
that manufacturers are in a ſtate of requiſition. for the 
tabvication of arms, ſhould be conſidered an eligible market 
for their-purchaſe Alt is to me peculiarly nauleous to take 
up much of your time in (deſcribing. the character of a 
wech like Murphy, 1 ſhall therefore proceed to the 
mamer moſt worthy of your conſideration— Some of the 
* ſit here to day, ſat in this court yeſterday. - They 
Have heard the obſervations made by the learned judge 

who preſided. —* If (ſaid the learned judge) n witaels 
forſwears himfeif in any material circumſtance making a 
fobſtantive part of the accuſation upon which the u- 
tion is grounded, the reſt of his evidence, although it may 
be *rae,” ſhould be diſcredited.” —I ſpeak this in the recal - 
l=&ion of ſeveral gemlemen preſent. If 1 have ſtated it 
wroag, Lam ſure they "will T me right. — Gentlemen, I 
non calt upon you ro. put this principle in practice. 
Murphy fwore in his ex2minations, that he da- money 
distributed at the committee upon ſeveral times asd o- 
ons j and that all the perfogs charged gave the enaminzat 
money ut ſeveral times. Does not all this, appear frat his 
own vvidence to be falfe ?=. As Jy 
Genꝛlemen, upon ſuch an ocaſian as this, there is ne 

man but may be drawn 1 8 the line of calm diſcuſhan. 
Far that reafos, I have ſtudiouly endeavoured, to. argue the 
ſubject evolly; and thecetare, to come to a cool examination 
od facs—Did Murphy in his examination, ſweat he got 
money from all the traverfers at the bar, and did he on the 
table ſweat he got money but from one? - And is there 
apy jury that wilf-be To bafe, as to found a convictios upon 
ſuch evidence I ach well aware gentlemen, that nothing 
i4,more Srvagh ooorotarative of the truth of an gyideace, 
than litile accidental deviations iu unmaterial W 
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. . 
The preſent, muſt appear to you, however, quite a con- 
_ caſe, +0 48 3 
hat has he ſaid of arms In his examinatjort it is 
ſtated, that he ſaw a box of arms landed at Annagaffin and 
diſtributed.— What has he ſaid himfelf on the table 
That, he did not fee them diſtributed, but laid agninft 3 
wall.-ls this no material circumſtance in the proſecution ? 
If you aſk, is it material ? I tel you, it is. It is a part of 
the charge for procuring and diftributing arms for ric abo - 
lition of- the Proteſtant government. I ſpeak in the 
probes of the court, and in the preſenee of 4 tight 
nourable gentleman, my perſonal reſpect for whom 
prevents ine from ſaying what he Knows I think of bis 
condut—The precuring of arms for the purpoſt ſpecified 
is a circumſtance bigbly material to the profecution. It 
amounts to an at of Hig FAN. I mention this, to 
ſuew, upon that fact you have certain evidence of perury. 
You have better evidence of the fact, than if he oF boon 
indicted for perjury.— Lou have the an confronted by his 
own oath, When a man ſwears two ways upon the ſame 
fact, it is phybcally. impoſfible,” that he ſhoult not de 
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here & another perſon brought forward as a witneſs in 
this proſecution, whoſe ſtate in ſociery ir is difficulr ta 
aſcertain, He was ' indidted—tried—corvidted—pardoned== 
 enliftad-endeſcrtedoretaken—brought to jail, ant becomes "ant 
approner / Is gentlemen, you apply the fame rule to this 
man, you ate to conſider, has. he alſo perjured himfelf in 
a material fact Gentlemen, it is for you to exereiſe your 
judgment in this affair.—I had not the informations. It was 
impoſſible for me to know any thing about Tiernan, Im- 
thble for me to be acquainted with the fact, of his having 
ged an information againſt him, as he denied it on th 
- table —la the information read by his lordſhip, the exami- 
nant ſays, he knew the place of Tiernan's abode ; that he 
has been acquainted with him intrmately far fix years; 
and faw him frequently at the - Defenders committees, in 
company with the traverſers— What is his evidence now? 
Directly the reverſe. You have heard him ſwear, that he 
never {aw Tieruan at any of the meetings. Lou have 
heard more —You have heard him fwear, that he never 
ſwore ſo. His lordſhip aſked him, could he tave ſworn to 
that effect and tten it? — He fwears poſitively not. 
Here is a direct irreconcileabſe contradiction between 
bis examination ſwarr before a magiſtrate, and his teſtimony 
on this table. And here gentlemen, you muſt be 
convinced, that it is impoſſible he could be forſworn in ſo 
. F 2 material 


) 
material a ſact, if not intentionally. You muſt ſee clearly , 
that he is deliberately forſworn. | 


. 


. Indeed, if it was not known by unfortunate experience, 
and particularly in many recent inſtances, it could ſcarcely 
be conceived, that ſuch abominable turpitnde could find 
place in any human being It could ſcarcely be conceived, 
that any being, endued with a rational and immortal ſoul, 
would deliberately come fotward, to forſwear himſelf in a 
court of juſtice, and in the face of Heaven, to © bear fal/e 
witne/e againft his neighbour,” under ſuch circumſtances, as 
if credited, muſt ** the life of the accuſed to be forſeited. 
Such acts can only proceed from minds the moſt obdurate. 
If you ſee this done in the preſent caſe, you muſt conſider 
it a crime againſt a great body of your ſellow - ſubjects, and 
tending directly to diſunite the people. It muſt be of high 
conſideration to you, that when you acquit, you will 
able to. ſay, you do not merely acquit . becauſe you cannot 
condemn ; but you acquit from a ſecondary motive, of diſ- 
(ng the perſecytion of any particular deſcription 
0 e. 1 
33 here to day at your bar are merchants, 
men whoſe moſt valuable property is the integrity of their 
haracters. They have 4 in foreign countries, 
in Great -Britain, for inſtance, What effect then muſt it 
have, when read in foreign newſpa that ſuch and ſuch 
men were taken up, to be tried for rebellion againſt the 
laws of the country where they live? How will any 
merchant jn England be able to diſcover, whether they may 
not really be guilty of the crime againſt ſociety with which 
they are charged ?— | 
I knaw from recent experience, that ap acquittal, however 
honorable, does not wipe off the aſperſion which ſuch charges 
caſt on mens' characters. I have particularly experienced it 
in a neighbouring county. I have there been aſked. did not 
I think Fay had a lucky eſcape !-——I am aware gentlemen, 
you muſt have a conviction, that what has been brought for- 
ward in evidence, is falſe; but where allegations of this 
ſort are made, it is proper to try them in the . moſt public 
manner. I know your characters, and I think you will not 
content yourſelves tk a mere acquittal. It ſhould not 
de alone—it ſhould be accompanied by ſomething calcu- 
lated, to do away the unjuſt imputations upon the charac- 
ters of the accuſed.—If, however, you confider further 


** evidence neceſſary, or fee] any diſſatisfaction upon your 


minds, we can produce two or three witneſſes. 
Fiſt 
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Firſt Witneſs for the 7 raverſers. 


PaTzickx MC. | Examined by Ma. Rrcoxprx. 
2 I 4 aa Sir, you are a nnn in the town of 


£1 ] — 


4 Do you know the traverſers * 
J know the traverſers, Hamill, Bird, Delahoyde, 
Read and Walſh. 

Were you preſent in court, when Grimes the laſt 
witneſs gave evidence? | 
A. I way, 
Wer Ty did you know him before you ar him on the 
table 
A. I never to my knowledge ſaw him before, or ſpoke a 
word K * ſince I en * 5 

t man pointed you out as ent at a 

2 IP: in the —. of Sheridan? * 
A. I was never in that houſe in my life, nor have I ever 
| ou Grimes preſent at any committee, 
. (i the Court) You lay, you were never in that 


| 7 Not to my knowledge. 

A (By the ſame.) Do you know 3 5 ? 
A. I do not. 

2. (By the ame) Were you ever in either of the other 
- houſes, Walſh's or Cahill's ? 

A. T have ; but never in company with that man. 

71 Were you ever at a committee of Defenders? 

I was not; nor do I know who are Defenders but 
from hearſay, I am no Defender, nor have I ever fat in 
any committee of Defenders. 

2 Were you a member of the Catholic Committee i in 
this town? ; 
W Las. . - - 

2, Did they ever meet in the houſe" of Sheridan or 
Cahill ? 

A. Not in my time. 

9. Where did they meet? 

A. 4 Divin's. 


Peres OAmIT bern. 
Examined by Mx. Brack VNA. 


2, Where do you live ? 

A. — Weſt-ſtreet in this 9 
. Do you keep a public houſe 2 
A, 1 do, 
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A Do you know a man of the name of Bernard Grimes? 

A. I never ſaw the perſon, to my knowledge, before 
this day. There was a perfon who called one moruing to 
my houſe,—he ſat in a room in the lower part of the 
houſe where all people are admitted promiſcuoufly, and 
took a naggin of whiſkey, I was told after he went away 
that it was captain Grimes, 

Do you know of any committee of Defenders having 
been held in your houſe. 

A. Never.Nor do I know any one to be a Defender, 
nor where they have held their meetings, 8 

2. Did ever a committee of any ſort meet at your 
houſe ? - 

A. No; except you call the eſtabliſhed corporations of 
trade, committees. There never was a meeting in the 
form of a committee in my houſe. There are very 

gentlemen of this town, who have met in my 


re 
| houſe theſe two years paſt, twice a week. They meet in a 


roam up ſtairs where none but genteel company are ad- 
mh Some of them are a lore of the town. Thc 
company is mixed, conſiſting of Projeftants and Roman 
Catholics, as loyal, and as attached to the conſtitution, as 
any ſubjects his Majeſty has.—l, for my own part, was ſa 
aſtoniſhed at hearing myſelf accuſed, that if I had not been 
called on, I was juſt coming into the court to petition'to 
be tried immediately, being fully convinced, that all he 
ſwore was a lie. | 

9. Do you believe that what the approvers Murphy and 
Grimes have ſworn againſt the traverters is falfe? 

4. I am ſure it is completely falſe. | 


Croſi-examined by Min. Sauer, 


9. You fay you are a publican in this town, but do not 
entertain perſons, in your rooms up ſtairs but reſpectable 
charaQers !— Pray now, have you ever ſeen the mayor 
there, ſuppoſe ? | | 


A. Net the preſent mayor, but the paſt mayor often. 


The preſent mayor does not, I believe, go to any public 


houſe ? 
2. Have you ever ſeen Mr. Harman there? 
A. No. 
D. Have you ever ſeen Mr. M*Cay in your houſe ? 
Les, I have ſeen both him and Mr. Hamill frequently 
in that mixed company. TEES: 
2 Does Mr. Bird reſort your houſe. ITY | 
A. Very ſeldom. About two years ago, he imported 
ſome porter, ſome of which I bought from him. After 
that, 
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that, he came once or twice and took a pint; but I con- 


ſidered him a very bad Aru and would as lief he 
would not come at all. 


Javits SHERIDAN ſworn. 
Examined by Min. Bait. 


J. Do you know Devitt ? 
A. I have ſeen him. 
A | 

4. Yes. | i 

2 And up ſtairs? | | | 

T believe not. 

2, Where do you live „ 

A. In Laurence - ſtreet. 

2. Do you know the rraverſers Bird, Hamill, and 
Delahoyde ? 

A. I do. 

2, Did they ever fit in dommittee in your houſe ? 

A. Never; they could not be there unknown to me. 

2 Did they never come to your houſe, — bulineſs ? 

A. I never ſaw them in my bouſe. 
* 2 Did any company of Defenders erer came to your 
oule ? 

4. Several people have come to my houſe, that might be 
Defenders. I people know. that any u nee 
my houſe. 1s % 

9. Have you any room above ſtairs ? 

A. Yes; I have one for yarn, and one for warping. 
There is only one more for ſoldiers. 

O. What trade are you? Are you a weaver ? 

A. I am Sir? 

2 Is there a bed in your room up ſtairs fronting the 
ſtreet, and a table and forms 

A. There was no bed in that room theſe two ye: $-= 
. upwards, only once about ſix months ago, that 

obliged to fix one in it for a corporal and bis * that 
were billeted on me. 


Wrttiant Dritox, Eg. foorn. 
Examined zy Mn Reconpes, | 
2, 7212 you know 3 e the proſecutor 


© 


| We Tow long? 


A. I know him about two years. 1 took him for robbing 
n at the Naul, — rere ad?" 
2. Do 


2 - 


( 40 ) 


2, Do you think him a perſon entitled to credit in 4 
court of juſtiee? 

A I do not. From my knowledge of him, and the 
general report, there i is no worſe character. 


ALDERMAN SCHOALES worn. 
Examined by Mx. Donss. 


2. Do you know Thomas Murphy, that has been“ ex- 
amined ? 

A. I do. 

A Do you believe him to be a perſon entitled to credit: 

A. I do not. I don't know what the court may think; 
but I am ſure he is a bad character, and not to be believed. 


Albeauan AckLaxD fwort, 
Examined by Mz. HawTrorns. 


E. Do you know the proſecutor Thomas Murphy? 
A. I know him to be a man of infamous character, that 
does not deſerve credit. As a magiſtrate, I can ſpeak with 
more certainty, and I know him to be infamous. 

Ms. Doss. Bein ag concerned for two. of the traverſers, 
I ſhall bring forward one or two witneſſes as to the charac- 
ter of Grimes, the other approver.” It will not ne the 
Court many minutes. 


Drxis Ri ai fork, 
Examined by Mz. Dons. 


2. Do you know the n 1 9 of Grimes my 
protecutor ? ' | 
A. I do. 
1 Do you think he is worthy of credit in a court of 
juſtice ? » 
A. I think tide; He is a man of an 1 4 


Croſi-examined by .the ATTOrNey GENERAL. 


2, How long do you know Grimes? 

A. About two years. 

&. Do you believe Mr. Bird to be a — of cha- 
| rater, and that if Mr. Bird gave Grimes a character he 

ſhould be believed ? 

A. Iam ſure, if Mr. Bird really know his character, he 

would not give him a good one. TS 
—— 


5 "( 41 ) 
Reverend Tous CovunsEL ſworn. 


Examined by Mx. ReconDer. 


9. 2 —_ are a clergyman, I TIN 4 
21 

Where do you officiate ? 

In Tarfeckan and Monaſterboyce. 

L. Tell the gentlemen what you know Mr. Bird and Me, 
Hail did at your chapel two years ago ? _ 

A. They did every thing in their power, to difſuade the 
pev people e from having any cohcern in the riotous proceedings 
* Defenders. 


Ce eramined by Mn. M*Cantwey, 


Y. Did you curſe any one in your chapel for being an 
approver ? 

A. Never —Grimes was mentioned -in the chapel as an 
infamous character, with whom the people ſhould have 
nothing to do. 


Parziex Tizzax, Tailor, ſworn. 
Examined by Ma. Dons. 


Ma. Donzs. I produce this evidence, to ſhew that 
Grimes ſwore falſely as to the coat. 
77 you know Bernard Grimes, the man examined. 
0. . 


2 Were you employed to buy a coat for him? 
A. I was. 


2. p you get money for it ? 


2 Who did you r the ont five } | 
2 Fro Mr. Linton, 
you get money from any one ? 
75 not. 


2 Where did you get the coat? 
A. At Mr. Linton's ſhop. | 


4 27 have = you take meaſure of Grimes 7 


3 Did 0 take meaſure of him only for the coat? 

4. 1 did for the whole ſuit.—Grimes made me meaſure 
him for all; but Mr. Linton would give me no more. than 
Cloth for the coat, as he 8 GENTLEMEN 3 * 
money for no more. 


* "a * 


Croſs-examined by the ATTORNEY GEN IAA. 


2. When did you Ft notice to attend here this day # 
A. On Saturday laft. 
2, Did you know for what buſineſs? 
A. I did. N . 
Arrow EY General. I leave to offer to the con- 
ſideration of the Court, a certificate given in teſtimotiy of 
the character of Grimes by the traverler, Mr. Bird. 
3 [The Certificate” was produced in court and read. It 
Ines was dated March the ad. gz, and 1 by Patrick 
ork John Dowd, William Skelly, James Bird 


d John Jones.] * 172 
Mx. M*Car. again exammed. 


2D. Mr. M*Cay are you acquainted with the hand-writing 
of Mr. Bird ? mY — 
2. Do jo betleve th bf that rertificite to be 
2. 0 believe the turt bf that certificate to 
A. I beſieve it is. * 
Ma Bixv. I acknowledge, it is my writing. 
9. (By My. Currun.) many names ate there before 
Mr. Bird's? 3 | 
A. There are three. | | 
2. the Attorney General.) Mr, M*Cayy do you con- 
nder the body of that certificate to have bern written by Mr. 


CES rom". og 
A. No; nothing but James Bird. 


Hee the evidence finally cloſed. 
_ ATToswney Genzrat. My lord, and gentlefnen of the 
* Jury, I attend on the part of government to profecure the 
2 at your bar. I ſhould not trouble you with a 
ingle ſyllable on the ſubject, but in conſequener of fome 
obſervations made by the learned gentleman ha add reſſed 
you on behalf of the traverſers, and another circuniftance 
that ſeemed rather inſinuated than Un 1 mall at the 
ſame part upon rhe preſent vccafion, that 1 have pon all 
the unhappy proſecutions. that I have been obfiged o carry 
on for thefs two years paſt. Never to wake any dbterva- 
tions on the kvidence, But leave that to the court. 
Something das Been faid, chat people of K wer turn of - 
Wiad Wa conſidered others to be infivenced by the 
lame patlions as themſelves.—A great "deat Nas been Tald 
relative to laying aſide religious prejudices —Surely, no 
fuch thing as perfocution has appeared on this ny 


* 
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What I ſhall Gy, ſhall not be with a view of influencing 
in any manner ſuch reſpectable characters as I ſee in that 
box. I ſpeak — to ſhew the neceſſity and propriety 
of the preſent proſecution. Tt is for me to ſhew, that the 
magiſtrates who took the examinations, and the ſervants of 
the crown, who have conducted the proſecutions, have dohe 
nothing but their duty. 8 

In the year 1791, theſe diſturbances commenged. Whenc 
it is not for me to enquire. But it is notorious, th 
owing to theſe enormities, the counties of Louth, Meath 
and Cavan were nearly deſerted; and that no man of 
induſtry or fortune could go to bed in peace.—It js as nato- 
xious as the ſyn that ſhines, that thi buſineſs was carried 
on there by a regular ſyſtem. It did appear in a hundred 
inſtances that committees for inſurrection were held in 
various places; and that, by them the commotions were 
cauſed and ordered to be carried on. —It was as notorioys 
. as the inſurrection itſelf, which ſpread fo. widely through 
the counties. 2 | 

It was impoſſible but the officers of the crown, appointed 
to carry on · the proſecutions, muſt ſee that there muſt 
people of a deſcription above the lower order, to dire 
theſe proceedings. And when unfortunate and Ignorant 
yretches ſuffered the puniſhment of the law, it muſt be 
matter of regret to every man of feeling, that the prin- 
cipal offenders ſhould eſcape. And here let me ſay, that 
owing to the mildgeſs of government, although many were 
convifted, but few ſuffered. And thoſe, that did were 
guilty of ſome other enormity.—ln this we had to lament, ' 
that the principal offenders were not puniſhed, who, we had 
reaſon, to think, were of a better claſs than the poor 
wretches in"the docks. 

In December laſt, the magiſtrates of this town were 
called on, to receive the information of Murphy. The 
magiſtrates were bound to take the examination. It was 

rfe&ly conſiſtent with what had appeared in the neigh- 

ouring counties, and the , ſeveral praſecutions on this 
unfortunate buſineſs —Murpby, it appears, had been a 
man of ſome property in this town ; and he was not then 
committed on any criminal offence.—Streſs has been laid 
on what appeared in his evidence in a former trial. That 
ought not. to affect any man. | 
 -Grimes, the other approver, is a man unimpeached ti“ 
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this moment. That man gave evidence, but not exa&tly 
the ſame as that related by Murphy; which ſhews the plan 
was not concerted between them previouſly, Mr. Bird, 
one of the traverſers, gave him a certificate, in which he 
gets 3 character for lobriety, induſtry and filial 2 

| ay oe „ Ie 


64 
This being ſeen and known, I aſk, could the magiſtrates 
under ſuch circumſtances refuſe to receive his examinations? 
And could the crown avoid having theſe matters enquired 
into ? Even if the charges do not r credible, it muſt 
be eſſential. to the public peace and juſtice, that enquiry 
ſhould be made. The Law knows no diſtinction of perſons. 
Whether they are merchants or others, that are accuſed of 
à crime to diſturb the peace of ſociety, they muſt undergo 
a legal trial. | 6 N | 
Something has been ſaid, as if oppreflion had been uſed 
towards theſe gentlemen. If there has, I never heard of it 
before. If any oppreſſion had been uſed, and a complaint 
made, it ſhould be redreſſed in half an hour. If any man 
in on, * law, practices oppreſſion, that man will be 
uniſhed. | 
P Somerbic has been ſaid about bail. I muſt fay with 
deference, that the magiſtrates in this caſe ought not to 
have taken bail. If any magiſtrate had admitted the tra- 
verſers to bail, he would deſerve, and probably, ſuffer pu- 
niſhment,—They were brought to the court of King's 
Bench, and there bailed with the decent forms of law. Mr. 
Delahoyde was bailed by a, magiſtrate here; but it was 
by my directions. 3 3 
Pardon me for ſaying ſo much upon a ſubject, not perhaps 
abſolutely neceſſary for ſome to hear. But it is nat ſuffici- 
ent that juſtice alone be done. It is proper, the public 
ſhould know, that equal juſtice ſhould be done to every 
man of every deſcription; and that nothing is more abhor- 
rent from the ideas of government, than to countenance 
or carry on a perſecution againſt any body of ſubjects. It 
is neceſſary—THAT THE PEOPLE OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 
SHOULD BE UNITED wiru EACH OTHER, IN SUPPORT 
oF TAE LAWS and CONSTITUTION, vunpER WHICH 
WE LIVE $0 HAPPILY. ag 
 Covxr. Gentlemen of the Jury, the traverſers are 
charged in the inſ{»rmation—for having conſpired and con- 
federated, of and concerning the raifing and inciting a 
rebellion to overturn the conſtitution aud eſtabliſhed go. 
vernment of this kingdom; and of and about the pro- 
curing arms and armed men for that purpoſe. This charge 
has been formed into an indiftment for a miſdemeanor, 
The charges have been ſupported in evidence by Thomas 
Murphy, who, if believed, brings home the accuſation 
againſt all the traverſers, except Bartholomew Walſn. 
The other Witneſs, Bernard Grimes, ſpeaking of ſimilar 
meetings, mentions, Bartholomew Walſh to haye been 
| Preſent, 
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reſent, So that both evidences taken together, if be. 
ieved, proves the charge againſt all the traverſers. It is 
to be obſerved gentlemen, that the meetings ſpoken of, 
though ſimilar in their object, are not pointed out to have. 
happened on the ſame day.—If you believe the accuſations 
as laid before you in evidence by the two witneſſes, | theſe 
meetings have been held for the ſame object, and with 
the ſame deſign. The object of the meetings, if the 
evidence is credit was to form a general conipiracy, to 
deſtroy the religion and government of the country. And 
if any overt act had been done in conſequence, the crime 
would amount to nothing leſs than Hign Txt agon. 
The learned counſel for the traverſers made a very proper 
obſervation, that where charges are brought for offences of 
t magnitude, they ſhould be proved 1atisfaQorily. As 
you have all taken notes, it will not be neceffary for me 
to go through the examinations very minutely, + Sy 
entlemen, you will be particularly cautious in ex- 
amining the caſe, as the particular crime charged on the 
traverſers is not the only crime, in which, it appears, 
the witneſſes acknowledge their own (guilt; The firſt re- 
preſents himſelf, as a perſon that attempted to commit 
murder, and that he had the general character of being a 
robber. The ſtate of the circumſtanees in general are well 


worthy of your obſervation. It is to be tried, whether 


it appears he has been uniform in his examinations. If it 
appears to * that he has varied in any material part, you 
ſhould reject his evidence altogether. - The degree of credit 
due to it, remains however, with you to judge; It is not 
for the Court to direct, f 0 

The examination of Murphy, the firſt witneſs, has been 
read.; and by that, it appears, the examinant ſwore he re- 
ceived money at ſeveral times from all the traverſers. In 
his examination on the table, he acknowledges he never re- 
ceived money but in a ſingle inftance, and that no mention 
was inade for what purpoſe. It remains with you to con- 
fider, whether that be a material deviation in his teſti- 
'mony. He alſo declared in his examinations ſworn before 
a magiſtrate, that he ſaw the arms diſtributed. In his 
examination to-day, he ſays he did not fee them diſtri- 
buted, This is a variance of material conſequence, 

As to Grimes, the other witneſs, he being aſked, did he 
recollect, whether in the account he gave of. the meeting 
of the committee and their tranſactions in his original exa- 
minations, he had mentioned. Delahoyde or Tiernan to 
have been preſent :—As to the traverſer Delahoyde, he does - 
not ſwear ; but with reſpect to Tiernan, he ſwears exprefily 
that he was not one of them. So that he has contradicted . 
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everything ſworn in his firſt examination reſpeting Tiernan. 
The — ſaid it was impoſſible for him to have ſworn 
againſt them and not recollect it; and did poſitively ſwear, 
he had not ſworn againſt them on the ;preſept occaſion, It 
e eren what credit is due to ſuch 
te itim . | | | 4 

lun my apprehenſion, the evidence of appravers, even 
— 242 ſhould be received with great caution, 
Formerly, the evidence of approvers was not conſidered 
ſufficient in law, to convict any man. That rule, how- 
ever, was dangerous, and might ſometimes tend to the 
excluſion of juitice, hence a more rational law was after - 
wards laid down. If any contradidion appears in the 
teſtimony of an a er, it goes a great way to depreciate 
their evidence; — in a caſe, where nothing cor - 
roborative has been ſworn by any untainted evidence. 

The traverſers in the preſeat caſe, have produced wit- 
neſſes whoſe teſtimony entirely contradids the charges of 
the proſecutors. Patrick M Cay bas ſworn, that he does 
not know Sheridan's houſe, and that he is no Defender 
himſelf. But it is to be abſerved, that he is a man charged 
with as heavy an offrnce as the traverſers. Peter Cahill, in 
— whoſe houſe the committee is ſaid to have ſat, ſwears that all 
Grimes depoſed relative to a meeting in his houſe is abſo. 
Intely falſe z—eacknowledges that be has ſeen two of the 
traverfers, Bird and Hamill in his houſe that he has a 
common room below ſtairs, in which a perſon once fat who, 
he was informed afterwards, was called captain Grimes ; but 
_ fwears he did not know him. ſames Sheridan ſwears, the 
traverſers never came to his houſe about any buſineſs to his 
knowledge.—He ſays, he has a back room in bis houſe ; 
but in neither of his rooms up ſtairs, is the furniture ſuch 
as it has been deſcribed, 
It is to be obſerved, that the evidence of theſe witneſſes 
does entirely diſcredit the evidence given on behalf of the 
crown ; but being perſons implicated in the offence, it is 
for you to diſcover and diſtinguiſh what reſpect is due 
to it. 

Three perſons have been produced as to the character 
of Grimes, who all concur in giving him a character con- 
trary to the certificate given by one of the traverſers.—It is 
obſerved on that certiticate by counſel for the traverſers, 
that it is ſigued by the traverſer after three or four others, 
Auother fact has been ſworn by Patrick Tiernan to invali- 
date the teſtimony of Grimes as to what that witneſs al. 
teged concerniug paying for the coat. Grimes ſware, he 
gave him money in dhe gaol to buy the coat, and Tiernan 
tears the contrary, with the particular ee 
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mould be brou 
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It is for you to diſcover the degree of credibility due to 
him. the whole, if the teſtimony of the witneſſs . 
for the proſecution 5 of worthy of belief, it does 

prove the charges of the indi&tment againſt all the tra- 
verſers; but it remains with you gentlemen, after conſi- 


dering all the eircumſtances as related at both fides, to 
determine what credit is due to it, and accordingly pro- 


. 


nounce your verdice. 7 


The Jury having retired for a few minutes, re- 
turned into the Court and pronounced a verdict of 
NOT GUILTY, upon all the traverſers ſeverally. 


Mz. Cuxxan then ſaid: As counſel on behalf of the 
traverſers, I move your lordſhip that bills of indictment 
fot perjury be ſent op to the Grand- Jury, againſt the two 
unfortunate meh. It is neceſſary for the juſtice of the 
country, that perſons guilty of fuch enormous offences 

git to condig puniſhment: - N 

Covar. The perſons concerned have liberty to lodge 

examinations before a magiſtrate, | 
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On Wedneſday, the 934 gf Ape 1794» came on alſo the 
TRIAL OF FAMES SKELTON, ESQ M. D. 


or THE TOWN or DROGHEDA, . 


ON an ring for having, on the zoth day of fanu- 
ary, in mee year of his Majeſty's reign, taken an 
unlawful oath, to be a true Defender, not being com- 


pelled thereto 'by any neceſſity. 
To this indictment Ms. SKELTON pleaded the general 
ine —Nor GvitTY. | N 
No evidence being produced on behalf of the Crown, 


Mu. Conax ſaid: As I underſtand the learned counſel 
on behalf of the Crown do not mean to bring forward any 
evidence on the preſent trial, I muſt conſider that circum- 


_ * ſtance to be an unanſwerable juſtification of the gentleman 


accuſed. 
Ma. MiCanrrer. My Lord, we have reaſons for not 
bringing them forward. 


Mx. SxeLToN was then dn gat; and — 


PT. 
4 
* 


